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KITCHEN MEETINGS

From Miss Boyle’s visitation grew the Kitchen Meeting in Rose Street, which was soon packed out with between 30 and 40 in the home of Mr. & Mrs. McLauchlin. These meetings, with the aid of a portable organ supplied by friends, were most joyful, and Mr. Urquhart declared that to see Miss Boyle at her best one should go to the Kitchen Meetings.   "She speaks like a minister", he said, "better than many - and sings like a chorister".   Great blessing attended these meetings and many were saved.

First known reference – Handbook April 1906, p. 23,

Held regularly in one or more of the houses in Rose Street, ‘and in this way we are able to reach some who are unwilling to come to the Chapel’. Any wishing to help, see Mr. Johnston.

There are many who cannot go to church and the only way to reach them is for the church to go to them – so kitchen meetings. So far confined to Rose Street, many homes opened for weekly meetings, and about thirty neighbours have regularly gathered. No lack of workers, see under Deaconess - Elizabeth Boyle, on the CD. (Record 1910, pp. 2, 18.) 

Winter series in Rose Street, carried on ‘with conspicuous success’, ended on Tuesday 26 April 1910. A social meeting was held in the hall below the Chapel, well attended by the women who had been in attendance at the meetings. Pastor spoke and there were three other addresses. ‘Mr. Wilson presided at the organ and sang a solo.’ (Record 1910, p. 68.) 

Closed for season 1911. Women of district invited to ‘lower hall of the chapel’ on  Tuesday 25 April - speaker and duets. (Record 1911, p. 82)

Resumed October / November 1911 in 104 Rose Street, Mrs. Dempster - different house from before, which was Mr. and Mrs. M’Lachlan. (Record 1911, p. 162). Well attended (p. 178)

Closed for summer with annual social on 29th March 1912. Tea, solos, addresses. (Record, 1912, p. 66). Resumed November 1912, Tuesdays at 8 p.m. in house of Mrs. Dempster – led by Miss Boyle. (Record, 1912, p. 177).

Small organ purchased for the Kitchen Meeting in Rose Street. (Record 1913, p. 2).

Still in house of Mrs. Dempster – led by Miss Boyle. Closed for summer on Tuesday 1st April – closing meeting at 3 p.m. in Lower Hall, tea, talk by Mr. Kemp, lantern lecture on John Bunyan by Mr. Jack, talk from Miss Boyle, Mrs. Kemp sang solos. (Record, 1913, p. 65).

Resumed for winter in Rose Street, October 1913. Good report and appeals for clothing (Record 1913, p. 163)

Great blessings – room is uncomfortably crowded, souls are saved. Record 1914, p. 3.

Closed for the season with a social gathering in the Church in May. 70 for tea, four speakers (including Miss Boyle and Joseph Kemp), choir pieces. Record 1914, p. 82.

Resumed on first Tuesday in October, weekly, again in Mrs. Dempster’s kitchen, 104 Rose Street. Good numbers, ample helpers. Record 1914, pp. 146, 162.  70 for tea at close of old year. Record 1915, p. 19.

Closed in April 1915 for summer, with a social gathering in the Lower Hall. Details in Record, 1915, p. 66.

Transferred from Rose Street to Mrs. M’Kenzie’s home in Jamaica Street. Miss Boyle still in charge. Talk of holding another meeting in the Chapel for women of Rose Street. Record, 1915, p. 146.

The Rose Street Kitchen Meeting was transferred from Mrs. Dempster’s home to the Chapel, with a social meeting to inaugurate the winter’s work in the Hall on Wednesday 13 October, 1915. 70 to 80 from the district were present, plus Church friends. Five addresses and four singers. Because of large attendance, decided to remain in the Church Hall, Wednesday evenings at 8 0’clock, under leadership of Miss Boyle. Name changed to ‘The Women’s Meeting’. Other churches have found this very valuable for women. Record, 1915, p. 166. (? Was the change of name applied to Jamaica Street also – not immediately, see below.)

Kitchen Meeting begun on Tuesday 19 October in Miss Marks’ house at 3 Jamaica Street, as Mrs. McKenzie had left Edinburgh. Miss Boyle in charge. Record, 1915, p. 166.

Women’s Meetings held in autumn 1915, Tuesday evening in Jamaica Street ‘making good progress’ and Wednesday evening in Lower Hall, ‘attendance from 50 to 70’. Miss Boyle reported. Record 1915, p. 182. No mention, in review of winter work, of Kitchen Meeting.

Women’s meetings on Tuesday evenings in Jamaica Street moved to new location in the same street. Record, 1916, p. 177.

Wednesday night meetings for Rose Street women re-commenced on 1 November 1916, with fine attendance. Sister Lilian introduced. Record, 1916, p. 178.

----------------

In 1963, it was recognised that the title ‘District Women's Meeting’ was a complete misnomer and so it was renamed the Women's Bright Hour.  (Record, 1963, p. 187.)

